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The Emergence of Ethical Man 2005 for thousands of years philosophers have pondered
the question what it means to be human rabbi joseph b soloveitchik known universally
as the rav the rabbi par excellence answers the question in the emergence of ethical
man edited by michael berger relying on both scientific research and classical jewish
sources soloveitchik explains how a thoroughly naturalistic setting could give birth
to human personality and to judaism s expectation of moral character and self
transcendence the resulting religious anthropology is a startlingly fresh reading of
the early chapters of genesis and highlights judaism s distinctive view among those
of other religious traditions
Elenchus of Biblica 2005 unbinding isaac takes readers on a trek of discovery for our
times into the binding of isaac story nineteenth century danish philosopher søren
kierkegaard viewed the story as teaching suspension of ethics for the sake of faith
and subsequent jewish thinkers developed this idea as a cornerstone of their
religious worldview aaron koller examines and critiques kierkegaard s perspective and
later incarnations of it on textual religious and ethical grounds he also explores
the current of criticism of abraham in jewish thought from ancient poems and
midrashim to contemporary israel narratives as well as jewish responses to the akedah
over the generations finally bringing together these multiple strands of thought
along with modern knowledge of human sacrifice in the phoenician world koller offers
an original reading of the akedah the biblical god would like to want child sacrifice
because it is in fact a remarkable display of devotion but more than that he does not
want child sacrifice because it would violate the child s autonomy thus the high
point in the drama is not the binding of isaac but the moment when abraham is told to
release him the torah does not allow child sacrifice though by contrast some of
israel s neighbors viewed it as a religiously inspiring act the binding of isaac
teaches us that an authentically religious act cannot be done through the harm of
another human being
Unbinding Isaac 2020-07 presents soloveitchik s philosophy as a conceptual response
to nietzsche s critique of religion that brings nietzsche s life affirming
sensibility to halakhic judaism
Nietzsche, Soloveitchik and Contemporary Jewish Philosophy 2018-06-28 the present
volume is a translation of rabbi joseph b soloveitchik s classic essay u vikkashtem
mi sham drafted in the 1940 s as a companion to his earlier treatise halakhic man
this powerful and wide ranging work was published in hebrew only in 1978 drawing its
title from deuteronomy 4 29 and from there you shall seek the lord your god and you
shall find him if you search for him with all of your heart and all of your soul and
framed by the evocative metaphors of the song of songs the essay charts the
individual s search for god a quest which culminates in the stage of devekut cleaving
to him the human being initially seeks god by examining the natural and spiritual
worlds but this search fails hence god must reveal himself and express his will rabbi
soloveitchik explicates the contrast between these two different modes of
experiencing the divine the natural consciousness marked by freedom and creativity
and the revelational consciousness marked by compulsion and discipline the remainder
of the work elaborates on this dialectic exploring such themes as the imitation of
god devekut mercy and justice trust and fear love and awe the rule of intellect
elevation of the body the perpetuity of god s word and creation and revelation and
from there you shall seek is rabbi soloveitchik s fullest and most elaborate
examination of religious consciousness and the dynamics of religious experience its
presentation of the challenging interplay between cultural creativity religious
practice and spiritual quest is sure to enrich the contemporary reader book jacket
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