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if you had to interview the candidates for a country s new hangman what questions would you
ask them if your family was on the verge of starvation and becoming a hangman was the only
job available would you apply if you were hired what would you do if the prisoners looked like
your loved ones if you knew that another good man was taking the job out of desperation would
you do anything to prevent him from getting it what if that man s recruitment would somehow
guarantee your own survival would you encourage his candidacy all these questions were asked
of people who never thought they would find themselves in such a position until they became
mired in the chaos surrounding the hangman s replacement kirkus reviewa desperate villager s
quest to become zimbabwe s newest executioner kicks off this intriguing debut horror novel
involving man eating plants organ harvesting and other uncanny oddities abel muranda is a
devoted family man determined to do whatever it takes to feed his starving rural family even if it
means journeying far into the big city on foot in the hope of landing a job as the government s
hangman meanwhile zimbabwe s ruling elite is in an uproar because someone has created a
batch of carnivorous flame lilies capable of digging up the dead and the government s ghastly
secrets as the plants have been unearthing unmarked graves nothing is as it seems in chiveneko
s science fiction tinged tale which introduces readers to a lethal cast of bad guys and bad girls
with tangled motivations one intriguing subplot follows a man charged with creating a special
gallows to be used for executions he uses discarded weapons of war as his raw materials and
would rather spend time cuddling up to his cold metallic creation than to his warm loving wife at
nearly 500 pages this intricately woven novel is a disconcerting parable exploded to epic
proportions the author renders its many characters from the mad genius responsible for the
impending botanical apocalypse to the prostitute undercover operative who falls in love with abel
to the seemingly simple abel himself with frightening subtlety and detail one member of the elite
called doll eyes is described as follows planted into the lower part of his skull was a jaw of
menacing proportions if someone ever tied to mug him at gunpoint all he had to do was clench it
this alone would demoralize the robber the boughs of this arboreal shocker threaten to creak
under the weight of its ever mounting plot but they never quite crack instead readers are left
wondering just how deep the roots go author s synopsiszimbabwe s last hangman retired in 2004
as the nation drifted towards abolition no determined effort was launched to find a replacement
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however the discovery of carnivorous flame lilies at the great zimbabwe monument triggered a
spirited search for a new executioner those who know why this discovery energized the
recruitment effort refused to talk the frantic attempts to find a new hangman were impeded by the
lack of suitable candidates well placed sources confirmed that the fear of ngozi was a deterrent
according to this traditional belief the spirit of a murdered person torments the killer and his
family for generations however this is only half the story several promising applicants did come
forward none met the minimum requirements for the job the selection criteria were designed to
exclude the mentally ill the vindictive and the sadistic however they did not rule out the desperate
the sprout of disruption book 1 introduces the pantheon of characters whose lives have been set
alight by the plant which sparked the recruitment effort it tells the story of the aspiring hangman
who was obsessed with securing the job the sympathizers who fought to protect him from his
prize and the anxious men who believed that emptying death row would end their horror before
the meat eating plants constricted around their necks examines some of the varied african literary
responses to politics and social justice and injustice under colonialism neocolonialism
cannibalism it s the last greatest taboo the stuff of urban legends and ancient myths airline
crashes and captain cook but while we might get a thrill at the thought of the black widow spider
s gruesome mating habits or the tragic fate of the nineteenth century donner party pioneers today
cannibalism belongs to history or at the very least the realm of the weird the rare and the very far
away doesn t it here zoologist bill schutt digs his teeth into the subject to find an answer that is
as surprising as it is unsettling from the plot of psycho to the ritual of the eucharist cannibalism is
woven into our history our culture even our medicine and in the natural world eating your own
kind is everything from a survival strategy practiced by polar bears and hamsters alike to an
evolutionary adaption like that found in sand tiger sharks who by the time they are born will have
eaten all but one of their siblings in the womb dark fascinating and endlessly curious eat me
delves into human and animal cannibalism to find a story of colonialism religion anthropology
dinosaurs ancient humans and modern consequences from the terrible laughing death disease
kuru to the bse crisis and of course our intrepid author tries it out for himself published in
partnership with wellcome collection wellcome collection is a free museum and library that aims
to challenge how we think and feel about health inspired by the medical objects and curiosities
collected by henry wellcome it connects science medicine life and art wellcome collection
exhibitions events and books explore a diverse range of subjects including consciousness
forensic medicine emotions sexology identity and death wellcome collection is part of wellcome a
global charitable foundation that exists to improve health for everyone by helping great ideas to
thrive funding over 14 000 researchers and projects in more than 70 countries wellcomecollection
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times book review for centuries scientists have written off cannibalism as a bizarre phenomenon
with little biological significance its presence in nature was dismissed as a desperate response to
starvation or other life threatening circumstances and few spent time studying it a taboo subject
in our culture the behavior was portrayed mostly through horror movies or tabloids
sensationalizing the crimes of real life flesh eaters but the true nature of cannibalism the role it
plays in evolution as well as human history is even more intriguing and more normal than the
misconceptions we ve come to accept as fact in cannibalism a perfectly natural history zoologist
bill schutt sets the record straight debunking common myths and investigating our new
understanding of cannibalism s role in biology anthropology and history in the most fascinating
account yet written on this complex topic schutt takes readers from arizona s chiricahua
mountains where he wades through ponds full of tadpoles devouring their siblings to the sierra
nevadas where he joins researchers who are shedding new light on what happened to the
donner party the most infamous episode of cannibalism in american history he even meets with
an expert on the preparation and consumption of human placenta and yes it goes well with
chianti bringing together the latest cutting edge science schutt answers questions such as why
some amphibians consume their mother s skin why certain insects bite the heads off their
partners after sex why up until the end of the twentieth century europeans regularly ate human
body parts as medical curatives and how cannibalism might be linked to the extinction of the
neanderthals he takes us into the future as well investigating whether as climate change causes
famine disease and overcrowding we may see more outbreaks of cannibalism in many more

species including our own cannibalism places a perfectly natural occurrence into a vital new

context and invites us to explore why it both enthralls and repels us DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
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The Hangman's Replacement

2013-01-15

if you had to interview the candidates for a country s new hangman what questions would you
ask them if your family was on the verge of starvation and becoming a hangman was the only
job available would you apply if you were hired what would you do if the prisoners looked like
your loved ones if you knew that another good man was taking the job out of desperation would
you do anything to prevent him from getting it what if that man s recruitment would somehow
guarantee your own survival would you encourage his candidacy all these questions were asked
of people who never thought they would find themselves in such a position until they became

mired in the chaos surrounding the hangman s replacement

The hangman's replacement

2013

kirkus reviewa desperate villager s quest to become zimbabwe s newest executioner kicks off
this intriguing debut horror novel involving man eating plants organ harvesting and other uncanny
oddities abel muranda is a devoted family man determined to do whatever it takes to feed his
starving rural family even if it means journeying far into the big city on foot in the hope of landing
a job as the government s hangman meanwhile zimbabwe s ruling elite is in an uproar because
someone has created a batch of carnivorous flame lilies capable of digging up the dead and the
government s ghastly secrets as the plants have been unearthing unmarked graves nothing is as
it seems in chiveneko s science fiction tinged tale which introduces readers to a lethal cast of
bad guys and bad girls with tangled motivations one intriguing subplot follows a man charged
with creating a special gallows to be used for executions he uses discarded weapons of war as
his raw materials and would rather spend time cuddling up to his cold metallic creation than to
his warm loving wife at nearly 500 pages this intricately woven novel is a disconcerting parable
exploded to epic proportions the author renders its many characters from the mad genius
responsible for the impending botanical apocalypse to the prostitute undercover operative who
falls in love with abel to the seemingly simple abel himself with frightening subtlety and detail one
member of the elite called doll eyes is described as follows planted into the lower part of his skull
was a jaw of menacing proportions if someone ever tied to mug him at gunpoint all he had to do
was clench it this alone would demoralize the robber the boughs of this arboreal shocker
threaten to creak under the weight of its ever mounting plot but they never quite crack instead

readers are left wondering just how deep the roots go author s synopsiszimbabwe s last
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hangman retired in 2004 as the nation drifted towards abolition no determined effort was
launched to find a replacement however the discovery of carnivorous flame lilies at the great
zimbabwe monument triggered a spirited search for a new executioner those who know why this
discovery energized the recruitment effort refused to talk the frantic attempts to find a new
hangman were impeded by the lack of suitable candidates well placed sources confirmed that the
fear of ngozi was a deterrent according to this traditional belief the spirit of a murdered person
torments the killer and his family for generations however this is only half the story several
promising applicants did come forward none met the minimum requirements for the job the
selection criteria were designed to exclude the mentally ill the vindictive and the sadistic however
they did not rule out the desperate the sprout of disruption book 1 introduces the pantheon of
characters whose lives have been set alight by the plant which sparked the recruitment effort it
tells the story of the aspiring hangman who was obsessed with securing the job the sympathizers
who fought to protect him from his prize and the anxious men who believed that emptying death

row would end their horror before the meat eating plants constricted around their necks

The Hangman's Replacement

2013-02-22

examines some of the varied african literary responses to politics and social justice and injustice

under colonialism neocolonialism

Politics & Social Justice

2014

cannibalism it s the last greatest taboo the stuff of urban legends and ancient myths airline
crashes and captain cook but while we might get a thrill at the thought of the black widow spider
s gruesome mating habits or the tragic fate of the nineteenth century donner party pioneers today
cannibalism belongs to history or at the very least the realm of the weird the rare and the very far
away doesn t it here zoologist bill schutt digs his teeth into the subject to find an answer that is
as surprising as it is unsettling from the plot of psycho to the ritual of the eucharist cannibalism is
woven into our history our culture even our medicine and in the natural world eating your own
kind is everything from a survival strategy practiced by polar bears and hamsters alike to an
evolutionary adaption like that found in sand tiger sharks who by the time they are born will have
eaten all but one of their siblings in the womb dark fascinating and endlessly curious eat me
delves into human and animal cannibalism to find a story of colonialism religion anthropology
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dinosaurs ancient humans and modern consequences from the terrible laughing death disease
kuru to the bse crisis and of course our intrepid author tries it out for himself published in
partnership with wellcome collection wellcome collection is a free museum and library that aims
to challenge how we think and feel about health inspired by the medical objects and curiosities
collected by henry wellcome it connects science medicine life and art wellcome collection
exhibitions events and books explore a diverse range of subjects including consciousness
forensic medicine emotions sexology identity and death wellcome collection is part of wellcome a
global charitable foundation that exists to improve health for everyone by helping great ideas to
thrive funding over 14 000 researchers and projects in more than 70 countries wellcomecollection

org

Eat Me

2017-01-19

surprising impressive cannibalism restores my faith in humanity sy montgomery the new york
times book review for centuries scientists have written off cannibalism as a bizarre phenomenon
with little biological significance its presence in nature was dismissed as a desperate response to
starvation or other life threatening circumstances and few spent time studying it a taboo subject
in our culture the behavior was portrayed mostly through horror movies or tabloids
sensationalizing the crimes of real life flesh eaters but the true nature of cannibalism the role it
plays in evolution as well as human history is even more intriguing and more normal than the
misconceptions we ve come to accept as fact in cannibalism a perfectly natural history zoologist
bill schutt sets the record straight debunking common myths and investigating our new
understanding of cannibalism s role in biology anthropology and history in the most fascinating
account yet written on this complex topic schutt takes readers from arizona s chiricahua
mountains where he wades through ponds full of tadpoles devouring their siblings to the sierra
nevadas where he joins researchers who are shedding new light on what happened to the
donner party the most infamous episode of cannibalism in american history he even meets with
an expert on the preparation and consumption of human placenta and yes it goes well with
chianti bringing together the latest cutting edge science schutt answers questions such as why
some amphibians consume their mother s skin why certain insects bite the heads off their
partners after sex why up until the end of the twentieth century europeans regularly ate human
body parts as medical curatives and how cannibalism might be linked to the extinction of the
neanderthals he takes us into the future as well investigating whether as climate change causes
famine disease and overcrowding we may see more outbreaks of cannibalism in many more
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species including our own cannibalism places a perfectly natural occurrence into a vital new

context and invites us to explore why it both enthralls and repels us

Cannibalism

2018-01-30
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