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tradition of scholarship to the realm of symbolic and rit ual meaning in 0 the
very meaning of culture has gone through so many transformations over the last
sixty years that it is necessary to take stock of developments in this field of
cultural history before suggesting with an eye to the promises and perils of earlier
prac tices what new possibilities might exist for the future of the field 1 the post
1945 period [0 cultural history is an effort to inhabit the minds of the people of
different worlds this journey is like great literature thrilling in itself it is also
invaluable for rethinking our own historical moment like the air we breathe the
cultural OO0 cultural history is not simply the study of high culture or alternatively
of peoples past rituals it is best characterised as an approach which considers the
domain of representation and the struggle over meaning as the most fruitful
areas for the pursuit of historical understanding 000 1999017026[] cultural
anthropology a major division of anthropology that deals with the study of culture
in all of its aspects and that uses the methods concepts and data of archaeology
ethnography and ethnology folklore and linguistics in its descriptions and
analyses of the diverse peoples of the world definition and scope [ 20197012
0 now fully updated in its third edition leading historian peter burke offers afresh
his accessible account of the past present and future of cultural history as it has
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or a distinct subject matter it is not just what the german term kulturgeschichte
denotes a study of the activities within the sphere of high culture nor is it
exclusively to be seen as an exercise in interpretation of symbolic acts and rituals
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