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Collected Columns 2016-04-05

one of the funniest writers of his generation michael frayn has been writing
humorous newspaper columns since 1959 principally for the guardian and
observer and originally came to prominence as the thrice weekly purveyor
of these short surreal razor sharp explorations of human foibles sex politics
manners and the events of the day this volume brings together 110 of his
finest and funniest pieces from over the years selected and introduced by
michael frayn himself and is an unmissable treat for the many fans of his
unique comic voice as well as a revelation for fans of the award winning
literary novels and plays of his later career

Copenhagen 2017-01-12

michael frayn s tremendous play is a piece of history an intellectual thriller a
psychological investigation and a moral tribunal in full session sunday times a
profound and haunting meditation on the mysteries of human motivation
independent frayn has seized on a ral life historical and scientific mystery in
1941 the physicist werner heisenberg who formulated the famous
uncertainty principle about the movement of particles and was at that time
leading the nazi s nuclear programme went to visit his old boss and mentor
niels bohr in copenhagen what was the purpose of his visit to nazi occupied
denmark what did the two old friends say to each other particularly bearing
in mind that bohr was both half jewish and a danish patriot frayn argues that
just as it is impossible to be certain of the precise location of an electron so it is
impossible to be certain about the workings of the human mind what is
certain is that frayn makes ideas zing and sing in this play daily telegraph

The Original Michael Frayn 1983

many of the essays collected in the additional michael frayn first appeared in
the guardian and the observer over a three decade span from the 1970s to the
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1990

The Additional Michael Frayn 2000
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���������

������� 2003-03-25

first published in 1974 and republished following the success of frayn s
masterly work of philosophy the human touch constructions is a dazzling
thought provoking and fascinating book which explores some of the great
problems in philosophy and of everyday life

Constructions 2013-02-21

an unknown place this was what michael frayn s children called the
shadowy landscape of the past from which their family had emerged
shortlisted for the costa book awards my father s fortune sets out to rediscover
that lost land before all trace of it finally disappears beyond recall as frayn
tries to see it through the eyes of his parents and the others who shaped his
life he comes to realise how little he ever knew or understood about them
this is above all the story of his father the quick witted boy from a poor and
struggling family who overcame disadvantages and shouldered many
burdens to make a go of his life who found happiness had it snatched away
from him and in the end after many difficulties perhaps found it again father
and son were in some ways incredibly alike in others ridiculously different
and the journey back down the corridors of time is sometimes comic
sometimes painful as michael frayn comes to see how much he has inherited
from his father and makes one or two surprising discoveries along the way
michael frayn is the celebrated author of fifteen plays including noises off
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copenhagen and afterlife his bestselling novels include headlong which was
shortlisted for the man booker prize spies which won the whitbread best
novel award and skios which was longlisted for the man booker prize

My Father's Fortune 2010-09-02

full of pain ruthless observation and a sense of humor which is sardonic
lunatic and warm sunday times

Frayn Plays: 1 1985

michael frayn s classic novel is set in the crossword and nature notes
department of an obscure national newspaper during the declining years of
fleet street john dyson a mid level editor dreams wistfully of fame and the
gentlemanly life until one day his great chance of glory arrives but does he
have what it takes to succeed in the exciting world of television

Towards the End of the Morning 2015-11-12

one of theatre s subtlest most sophisticated minds the times benefactors
conjures the world of the suburbs observed through the lens of post
imperialism dazzling this prismatic work circumscribes the disillusionment of
an era new york times balmoral dares to imagine what britain would be like
if it had gone through the russian revolution in 1917 a sophisticated drollery
an educated amusement new statesman wild honey is a reworking of
checkov s first play also known as platonov and is shot through with farce
feminism and eroticism

Frayn Plays: 2 2008-11-27

one of theatre s subtlest most sophisticated minds the times benefactors
conjures the world of the suburbs observed through the lens of post
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imperialism dazzling this prismatic work circumscribes the disillusionment of
an era new york times balmoral dares to imagine what britain would be like
if it had gone through the russian revolution in 1917 a sophisticated drollery
an educated amusement new statesman wild honey is a reworking of
checkov s first play also known as platonov and is shot through with farce
feminism and eroticism

Frayn Plays: 2 2017-04-07

easily the most original thing frayn has done written with elegant simplicity
new statesman uncumber lives at a time in the distant future when all
humanity is divided in two the insiders and the outsiders the insiders are
privileged with their every need catered to by somatic drugs three
dimensional holovision and a prolonged life uncumber lives in this luxurious
world and is told that she must never go out into the dust and disease of the
real world uncumber however is haunted by a restless and inquisitive spirit
when she falls in love with an outsider she decides to go exploring a fairy
tale of the future guardian

A Very Private Life 2015-11-12

one of theatre s subtlest most sophisticated minds the times now you know
frayn s light but serious marvellous play about official and unofficial secrets
about idle curiosity and investigative purpose observer

Now You Know 2017-04-07

michael frayn is one of the great playwrights of our time enjoying
international acclaim and prestige this anthology contains three of his
strongest titles of serious drama copenhagen democracy and afterlife the
volume features the definitive version of each play together with an
introduction by the author and a chronology of his work copenhagen the
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most invigorating and ingenious play of ideas in many a year and a work of
art that humanizes physics in a way no other has done new york times
michael frayn s tremendous new play is a piece of history an intellectual
thriller a psychological investigation and a moral tribunal in full session
sunday times a profound and haunting meditation on the mysteries of human
motivation independent democracy michael frayn s complex and richly
rewarding new play is wonderfully alert to the piquant paradoxes and ironic
twists of this intensely tricky period in germany s conversation with itself
independent what makes frayn s play essential viewing is its schiller like
grasp of practical politics guardian michael frayn s democracy is one of those
rare dramas that don t just dare to think big but that fully translate their high
aspirations to the stage with sharp style and thrilling clarity new york times
afterlife this play is almost literally brilliant it glitters shines and gleams with
frayn s trademark perceptive wit as it sends up the whole concept of theatre
in the process of telling a strong essentially tragic biographical story the stage

Frayn Plays: 4 2017-01-12

the new collection from the author of the booker shortlisted novel headlong
and the internationally acclaimed play copenhagen here about time space and
life a touching brilliant construction it s both deeply thought and deeply felt
sunday times now you know frayn s light but serious marvellous new play
about official and unofficial secrets about idle curiosity and investigative
purpose observer la belle vivette frayn s elegant libretto michael frayn has
made an offenbach opera a farce to be reckoned with a razor sharp reworking
mail on sunday michael frayn was born in 1933 in the suburbs of london and
began his career as a reporter on the guardian before becoming a columnist
his novels include the tin men the russian interpreter towards the end of
morning and the trick of it he has written a number of plays for television
and the stage including translations of chekhov and smash hits such as his
screenplay clockwise and his plays donkeys years noises off alarms and
excursions and copenhagen deborah levy does not deal with realism she does
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not deal with magic realism rather she draws out a new territory and if we
follow we will find ourselves suspended over views we have not seen
before jeanette winterson observer

Frayn Plays: 3 2017-04-07

he knows everything about her before they meet more about her nine
novels that she does herself he has devoted his life to studying and teaching
them and yet he is four times as clever as she is now as she steps off the train
in london something about her in the flesh sets him thinking maybe he has a
chance to resolve the one remaining mystery at the heart of things through a
series of letters sent by a minor english literature academic to his old friend
in australia frayn combines a vivid and moving study of obsession with a
witty and playful account of what it s like to be on the fringes of the creative
process michael frayn is the celebrated author of fifteen plays including
noises off copenhagen and afterlife his bestselling novels include headlong
which was shortlisted for the man booker prize spies which won the
whitbread best novel award and skios which was longlisted for the man
booker prize

The Trick of It 2013-03-21

it s the other people around you says michael frayn who make you what you
are so he would like to say a brief word looking back on life from his
ninetieth year about a few of the people who have formed his own particular
world some were friends some not some more than friends some have had a
profound effect some only a passing one some you may know yourself some
you certainly won t some he now wonders if he ever really knew himself
the last of his subjects in this selection and the longest and closest
acquaintance of all is his own body a companion on life s road at least as
idiosyncratic and puzzling as everyone and everything around it among
others is a patchwork memoir of a lifetime s encounters truthful and loving
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sometimes elegiac sometimes comic it is a celebration of the endlessly
intriguing otherness of others

Among Others 2023-04-11

in mid career michael frayn took up his old trade of journalism and wrote a
series of occasional articles for the observer about some of the places in the
world that interested him he wanted to describe not the extraordinary but
the ordinary the typical the everyday and his accounts became the starting
point for some of the novels and plays he wrote later from a kibbutz in israel
to summer rains in japan bicycles in cambridge to notting hill at the end of
the 1950s they are glimpses of a world that sometimes seems tantalisingly
familiar sometimes vanished forever michael frayn is the celebrated author of
fifteen plays including noises off copenhagen and afterlife his bestselling
novels include headlong which was shortlisted for the man booker prize spies
which won the whitbread best novel award and skios which was longlisted
for the man booker prize all writers of fiction should be required by law to
go out and do a bit of reporting from time to time just to remind them how
different the real world in front of their eyes is from the invented world
behind them michael frayn whether he s on a kibbutz or a bicycle frayn
makes acute observations and the writing is enchanting conde nast traveller

Travels with a Typewriter 2011-06-02

one of theatre s subtlest most sophisticated minds the times one spring
morning a quiet shy man in his sixties sets out from land s end to walk the
length of his native land he has never walked more than a dozen miles in his
life before his health is uncertain his boots are new and he is too diffident to
talk to anyone he meets along the way his slow solitary progress up the spine
of britain is watched by an unseen audience his family and friends at home
how far will he get before he is forced to give up is he being heroic or
merely selfish as the days of his absence go by the old alliances and quarrels
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inside the family shift and alter what emerges is a story about the
arbitrariness of human endeavour and about the tenacious complexity of
human relationships about one man s glimpse of the country he lives in about
courage and about love first and last was directed by alan dossor in a
production for bbc television with joss ackland as the walker

First & Last 2017-03-23

in the quiet cul de sac where keith and stephen live the only immediate
signs of the second world war are the blackout at night and a single random
bombsite but the two boys start to suspect that all is not what it seems when
one day keith announces a disconcerting discovery the germans have
infiltrated his own family and when the secret underground world they
have dreamed up emerges from the shadows they find themselves engulfed
in mysteries far deeper and more painful than they had bargained for
bernard shaw couldn t do it henry james couldn t do it but the ingenious
english author michael frayn does do it write novels and plays with equal
success frayn s novel excels john updike new yorker a beautifully
accomplished richly nostalgic novel about supposed second world war
espionage seen through the eyes of a young boy sunday times deeply
satisfying frayn has written nothing better independent

Spies 2009-01-08

a study guide for michael frayn s noises off excerpted from gale s acclaimed
drama for students series this concise study guide includes plot summary
character analysis author biography study questions historical context
suggestions for further reading and much more for any literature project
trust drama for students for all of your research needs
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Jarvis's Frayn 2015-03-13

a study guide for michael frayn s copenhagen excerpted from gale s
acclaimed drama for students this concise study guide includes plot summary
character analysis author biography study questions historical context
suggestions for further reading and much more for any literature project
trust drama for students for all of your research needs

A study guide for Michael Frayn's "Noises Off"
1984

publikace představuje specifický typ dramatické postavy pojmenovaný nový
posel kterého lze chápat jako následovníka konvenčního typu postavy známé
z tradičních dramat nejčastěji jako posel přítomnost posla v tradičním dramatu
má určité funkce které plní i nový posel toho však odlišuje fakt že se nejedná
o samostatnou postavu ale jeho roli v současném anglicky psaném
mainstreamovém dramatu přejímá některá z hlavních postav mezi takové
postavy patří především rozliční novináři či reportéři politici či jejich
asistenti vědci či učitelé detektivové či policisté historické postavy filozofové
a literární vědci atd publikace v konkrétních případech analyzuje dramata
dvou britských dramatiků michaela frayna a toma stopparda a afroamerického
dramatika augusta wilsona

The Original Michael Frayn 2016

one of theatre s subtlest most sophisticated minds the times alphabetical order
a comic essay about two types of woman a very intelligent comedy because
of its classic simplicity and unusual in the way that the two types of women
do not become stereotypes daily telegraph donkeys years a satire on the
establishment and british institutions gorgeous farce all the funnier for
emerging from credible aspirations and natural anxieties the play is richer
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and cannier than we expect farces to be new statesman clouds is a satire on
government sponsored trips and a portrait of sexual jealousy it is poignantly
and unerringly funny guardian make and break is a satirical commentary on
british corporate interests abroad full of pain ruthless observation and a sense
of humour which is sardonic lunatic and warm sunday times noises off the
west end hit play about a company of actors stepping from a sex farce into
their own nightmarish lives backstage a very intelligent joke about the
fragility of all forms of drama a pulverisingly funny play guardian all of these
plays are attempts to show something of the world not to change it or to
promote any particular idea of it that s not to say there are no ideas in them
in fact what they are all about in one way or another is the way in which
we impose our ideas upon the world around us it might be objected that one
single theme is a somewhat sparse provision to sustain five separate and
dissimilar plays i can only say that it is a theme which has occupied
philosophers for over two thousand years and one which is likely to occupy
them for at least two thousand more michael frayn

A Study Guide for Michael Frayn's "Copenhagen"
2016-01-01

imaginative funny and dazzlingly clever john carey sunday times mankind
scientists agree is a tiny and insignificant anomaly in the impersonal vastness
of the universe but what would that universe be like if we were not here to
say something about it would it even be so vast without the fact of our
insignificance to give it scale this paradox is what michael frayn calls the
world s oldest mystery he shows how fleeting and indeterminate our
contacts with the world around us are the world is what we make of it but
what are we the breadth of frayn s reading is awesome and he is fearless in
interpreting and in some cases attacking the philosophical or scientific dogmas
of this or that revered savant everywhere he is eminently sensible especially
when he is making nonsense of our illusory certainties john banville brilliant
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and engaging a dazzling and entertaining dialogue between frayn and the
reader patrick masterson irish times

New Messengers: Short Narratives in Plays by
Michael Frayn, Tom Stoppard and August Wilson
2017-01-12

as finely worked as a swiss watch and as funny as the human condition
permits the zigzag brilliance of the text as the clunky lines of the farce
within a farce rub against the sharp dialogue of reality guardian a play
within a play following a touring theatre company who are rehearsing and
performing a comedy called nothing on results in a riotous double bill of
comedic craft and dramatic skill hurtling along at breakneck speed it shows
the backstage antics as they stumble through the dress rehearsal at weston
super mare then on to a disastrous matinee at ashton under lyne followed by
a total meltdown in stockton on tees michael frayn s irresistible multi award
winning backstage farce has been enjoyed by millions of people worldwide
since it premiered in 1982 and has been hailed as one of the greatest british
comedies ever written winner of both olivier and evening standard awards
for best comedy this edition features a new introduction by michael
blakemore

Frayn Plays: 1 2009-01-08

best known for his play noises off michael frayn has garnered widespread
critical acclaim and a number of literary honors for his work as a journalist
playwright novelist philosopher and translator published in 2002 his novel
spies won the booker prize and was short listed for the whitbread prize and
he presides as his generation s foremost translator of anton chekhov in this
comprehensive assessment of frayn s varied body of work merritt moseley
introduces readers to the accomplishments of one of britain s most versatile
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writers beginning with frayn s humorous journalism which was vital to the
satire boom of the 1960s moseley assesses the entirety of the writer s literary
contributions including his works of philosophy and autobiography one of the
first scholars to consider frayn seriously as a novelist moseley provides careful
readings of his fiction including the tin man sweet dreams and headlong
moseley also explores frayn s development as a playwright beginning in
1970 with the critically panned the two of us plays as alphabetical order and
make or break as well as disastrous failure with look look moseley follows
frayn s career through these highs and lows and beyond to discuss his work
for television and the stage particularly his triumphant recovery with the hit
copenhagen

The Human Touch 1999

afterlife is michael frayn s first new play for the national theatre since
democracy which premiered at the national in 2003 before west end and
broadway transfers afterlife opens in the nt lyttelton in june investigating
the life of the austrian impresario and founder of the salzburg festival max
reinhardt afterlife is a grand epic and a highly theatrical work that will be
directed by frayn s long term collaborator michael blakemore with his
morality play everyman reinhardt captivated first the prince archbishop of
salzburg and then the city itself with the play opening the salzburg festival
each year from 1920 until the accession of the nazis in 1938 as reinhardt and
his company are forced into exile everyman is taken to america until life
imitates art and death comes for first reinhardt s master of ceremonies and
chief associate kommer and then for reinhardt himself

The Original Michael Frayn 2021-01-14

set in the office of a small political pressure group for open government now
you know is a satirical comedy about the aftermath of a police cover up mr
hassam has beaten himself to death according to the home office when a
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mysterious envelope arrives at the office with information revealing the
guilt of the police terry little wants to blow the scandal wide open and leak
the document to the press if he can find time that is between living with
jacqui at weekends conducting an illicit liaison with hilary in the evenings
and keeping the rest of the staff from finding out now you know michael
frayn s adaptation of his earlier novel of the same name was first produced at
the hampstead theatre in 1995 publisher

Noises Off 2006

the great master of farce turns to an exclusive island retreat for a comedy of
mislaid identities unruly passions and demented delicious disorder on the
private greek island of skios the high paying guests of a world renowned
foundation prepare for the annual keynote address to be given this year by
dr norman wilfred an eminent authority on the scientific organization of
science he turns out to be surprisingly youthful handsome and charming
quite unlike his reputation as dry and intimidating everyone is soon eating
out of his hands so even sooner is nikki the foundation s attractive and
efficient organizer meanwhile in a remote villa at the other end of the island
nikki s old friend georgie has rashly agreed to spend a furtive horizontal
weekend with a notorious schemer who has characteristically failed to turn
up trapped there with her instead is a pompous balding individual called dr
norman wilfred who has lost his whereabouts his luggage his temper and
increasingly all sense of reality indeed everything he possesses other than
the text of a well traveled lecture on the scientific organization of science in a
spiraling farce about upright academics gilded captains of industry ambitious
climbers and dotty philanthropists michael frayn the farceur by whom all
others must be measured curtainup tells a story of personal and professional
disintegration probing his eternal theme of how we know what we know
even as he delivers us to the outer limits of hilarity
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Understanding Michael Frayn 2017-03-23

michael frayn s farce noises off was about actors at work this later work
shows the other half of the great confrontation which constitutes live theatre
the audience look look was first performed at the aldwych theatre london in
april 1990

Afterlife 1995-08-14

a brilliant exploration of character and conscience from the author of
copenhagen set amid the tensions of 1960s berlin in democracy michael frayn
once again creates out of the known events of twentieth century history a
drama of extraordinary urgency and subtlety reimagining the interactions
and motivations of willy brandt as he became chancellor of west germany in
1966 and those of his political circle including günter guillaume a functionary
who became brandt s personal assistant and who was eventually exposed as
an east german spy in a discovery that helped force brandt from office but
what circumstances allowed brandt to become the first left wing chancellor
in forty years and why given his progressive policies did the east german
secret police feel it necessary to plant a spy in his office and risk bringing
down his government michael frayn writes in his postscript to the play
complexity is what the play is about the complexity of human arrangements
and of human beings themselves and the difficulties that this creates in both
shaping and understanding our actions

Now You Know 2012-06-19

for fifteen years ever since the taciturn civil servant stephen summerchild
fell to his death from a window there have been rumours so brian jessel a
young member of the cabinet office is diverted from his routine work and
asked to prepare an internal report slowly from the archives in the registry
jessel begins to reconstruct summerchild s last months it emerges that at a
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time when america had just put men on the moon the british were involved
in an even bolder project and that summerchild was investigating a
phenomenon as common as sunlight but as powerful and dangerous as any of
the forces that modern science has known the secret world into which brian
jessel stumbles turns out to be even more extraordinary than his department
had feared

Skios 1990

heaven reported st john in revelation was a cubical city 12 000 furlongs high
made of pure gold like unto clear glass that was 1 900 years ago and heaven
today has changed out of all recognition so discovers howard baker who after
a car accident on earth finds a celestial metropolis which offers rich
opportunities for leisure and enjoyment but one that also presents a moral and
intellectual challenge for the likes of modest responsiible likeable educated
men such as howard

Look Look 2004-12-15

a mobile phone is something that gives you the whole world at the touch of
your finger but this book is even better magic mobile is a collection of thirty
pre loaded new text files in a no fuss non digital entertainment system in a
volume that succeeds matchbox theatre and pocket playhouse each of these
short comic masterpieces displays michael frayn s unique genius in forever
capturing life s latest absurdities tune in to the bbc radio 4 adaptation of magic
mobile 13 may 20 may 27 may 3 june michael frayn s eleven novels include
towards the end of the morning headlong spies and skios his seventeen plays
range from noises off to copenhagen

Democracy 2017-08-03

a love affair through an interpreter said raya that s a very cultured prospect
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raya is a mercurial moscow blonde who speaks no english and the affair she is
embarking upon is with gordon proctor gould a visiting british businessman
who speaks no russian they need an interpreter which is how paul manning
is diverted from writing his thesis at moscow university to become involved
in all the deceptions of love and east west relations

A Landing on the Sun 2015-11-12

four old friends sit down for a quiet evening together but they are harrassed
by various bells sirens buzzers warblers beepers and cheepers all trying to
warn them of something what are these electronic voices so urgently trying
to tell them can they understand the mysterious messages before disaster
strikes it s a race against time because there are seven more plays and twenty
more characters still to come before the evening is through plus a lot more
strange noises and increasingly desperate calls from eleven separate pay
phones publisher s website

Sweet Dreams 2020-03-24

Magic Mobile 2015-11-12

The Russian Interpreter 2000

Alarms and Excursions
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